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CMA Announces Benefit Performance with World Renowned 
Ensemble Pink Martini in Gartner Auditorium on Sept. 10 
“Impressive at every musician’s station, the ensemble produces music that’s charming and elegant.” 
— Daily Variety 
CLEVELAND (Aug. 23, 2006) — The Womens Council of The Cleveland Museum of Art presents An Evening 
with Pink Martini on Sunday, Sept. 10, 2006. The evening will begin with cocktails at 5:30 p.m., followed by a 

performance of the world renowned Pink Martini at 7 p.m. in the Cleveland Museum of Art’s Gartner 
Auditorium. An ensemble known for blending influences from Cuban rumbas and classical chamber music to 
Parisian café tunes and foreign film soundtracks, this concert is presented by the Womens Council of The 
Cleveland Museum of Art and supports its fundraising initiatives for the renovation and expansion of the Museum. 

Tickets are available for $75 and $100 (premier seating), by calling (216) 421-7350 or 1-888-CMA-0033 or 
buying online at www.ClevelandArt.org. 

Comprised of 12 musicians, the Portland, Oregon-based, ensemble explores the nexus of classical, Latin 
and jazz traditions. From cabaret tunes to classical compositions, the ensemble expertly integrates a worldly 
mosaic of musical inspiration. Their 1997 debut album, “Sympathique,” was released on the band's own label, 
Heinz records, and has sold more than 650,000 copies worldwide. Nominated for “Song of the Year’ and “Best 
New Artist” in France’s Victoires de la Musique awards, Pink Martini regularly tours in the United States and 
Europe and has performed in Greece, Turkey, Taiwan and Lebanon. In addition, their music appears in a variety of 
television programs including “The Sopranos,” “The West Wing,” “Felicity,” and films such as “Nurse Betty” and 
“Josie and the Pussycats.” 

The ensemble’s impressive credentials relate back to rather inauspicious beginnings. In 1994, pianist 
Thomas Lauderdale organized a fund-raising concert to support a campaign against Oregon’s anti-gay rights 
initiative. When the opening act didn’t show, Lauderdale gathered a small group of musicians and took the stage to 
perform his own versions of popular songs. Attracting instant and overwhelming attention from audiences, 
Lauderdale began recruiting other members whose backgrounds ranged from stints in rock bands to positions with 
the Oregon Symphony. The new ensemble forged a serious path, writing original compositions that eventually 
culminated in their 1997 debut album and prompted international acclaim. 

Performing its multi-lingual repertoire on concert stages and in smoky bars, Pink Martini draws a wildly 
diverse crowd. The ensemble made its orchestral debut with the Oregon Symphony Orchestra in 1999 under the 
direction of Norman Leyden and has performed with the symphony orchestras of Seattle, Nashville, New Jersey, 


Charlotte, San Antonio, Kansas City and Jacksonville, among others. The group also performed for three nights 


(more) 


with the Hollywood Bowl Orchestra in 2000 and two nights with the Los Angeles Philharmonic on a co-bill with 
Sergio Mendes at the Hollywood Bowl in 2002. 

In October 2003 Pink Martini performed at the grand opening of the Los Angeles Philharmonic's new 
Frank Gehry-designed Walt Disney Concert Hall. The group was invited back to play two sold-out performances 
for the hall's first New Year's Eve celebration in 2003 and again in 2004. Other appearances include the Cannes 
Film Festival, The Kennedy Center, the opening of the Bellagio Hotel in Las Vegas and the William Morris 
Agency's 100th birthday celebration with soul legend Al Green. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum 1s a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 


# # # 


(more) 


